
for us to see the new facility. 

Also there will be a bit about 

t h e  c o n v e n t i o n  i n 

Wash ing ton  ( inc lud ing 

pictures) and show and tell 

i tems abou t  na t iona l 

conventions in general as I 

have been to every national 

convention since 1990. There 

will also be information and 
pictures about the German 

organ tour that I experienced 

with the Faulkners this 

summer.  Whew! And 

hopefully the directories for 

this new year will available at 

the September meeting. 

 

Hope to see you there! 

 

James J. Lytton,  ChM 

Dean 

The American Guild of 

Organists sometimes sounds 

like the story about a group of 

blind men who examined an 

elephant and came up with a 

different idea of the  elephant. 

Some people say that the AGO 

does not have standards. Some 

(perhaps many) are threatened 

by another person who is 
better than they are, others  

canõt seem to òloweró 

themselves to the prevailing 

standards. I have heard about 

these kinds of problems but 

have never experienced most of 

them. And obviously if the AGO 

wants to embrace as many 

organists as possible, then it has 

to be accommodating to the 

various standards and to the 

various schizophrenias, I guess. I 

have been in many places where 

there are people who are far 

better as an organist than I and I 

try to use that occasion to learn 

from them. I also try to learn 

from others regardless of their 

abilities. Most people have 

something to offer at the table 

regardless of their ability. We 

should all try to learn from 

others  and we should be 

welcoming to new people at 

our meetings. When I first 

moved to Lincoln, I felt very 

welcomed by AGO members 

and I believe that Lincoln is a 

warm and inviting chapter. But 

there are a number of church 

musicians in Lincoln who are 

òscaredó of the AGO or 

suspicious or something. We 

need to reach those people to 

see how we cold assist them to 

b ecome b e t te r  ch u rch 

musicians. Remember that 

òweó or each individual 

member are the AGO and we 

put the face on the institution. 

How did you become involved 

in the AGO? Most likely by 

someone asking you to come 

to a meeting. Perhaps the 

theme for this year should be       

one of evangelism on behalf of 
the AGO. There should be a 

place for every church 

musician in the American Guild 

of Organists and in its Lincoln 

Chapter. Letõs work together 

to make that happen. 

 

òSpirituality for Church 

Musiciansó 

What a great way to begin the 

year! I experienced this 

program in Omaha last winter 

and I really appreciated it. Too 

often as church musicians we 

are busy preparing the next 

piece of music to really be a 

p a r t  o f  t h e  worsh ip 

experience. So who is going to 

take care of the spiritual side 

of church musicians? I suppose 

that is the job of St;. Cecilia. 

But here is an opportunity to 

experience  a little spirituality 

w i t h  n o  o n g o i n g 

responsibilities. Read the 

d e s c r i p t i o n  p r o v i d e d 

elsewhere in the newsletter. 

Then call a friend and invite 

them to experience this with 

you.    

 

In addition to this program 

there are opportunities to 

experience the new St. Markõs 

Church. Bob Craig is quite   

a n x i o u s                                                      

A Note From the Dean:  

Microsoft  
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Mission Statement: The 

purpose of the Lincoln 

Chapter of the American 

Guild of Organists is to 

promote the organ in its 

historic and evolving roles, 

to encourage excellence in 

the performance of organ 

and choral music, and to 

provide a forum for mutual 

support, inspiration, educa-

tion, and certification of 

Guild members in the city 

of Lincoln and surrounding 

areas. 
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Organist/Accompanist Needed Christ 

United Methodist Church is seeking a 

part-time organist and accompanist. 

Responsibilities include 2 Sunday 

morning services and Wednesday 

evening choir,   with a possibility of a 

Monday evening choir as well. Christ 

UMC has a Bedient tracker organ. 

Salary is dependent upon experience. 

To apply or for more information,  

please send resume and cover letter 

to  admin@christumclinc.org 

or Christ United Methodist Church 

4530 A Street 

Lincoln, NE 68510 

Or call (402) 489-9618. 

The position will be open until filled. 

KICK OFF the òNEW YEARó and BRING A FRIEND! 

Lincoln AGO Opening Meeting, Monday, September 13 th  

St. Markõs United Methodist Church, So. 84th  St. at Pioneers Blvd.  

Enter at the south side of the original structure by its main doors  

or at doors marked òOffice, Chapel, & Kid Zoneó 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Pot -Luck Dinner, Upper Fellowship Hall, 6 pm  

Please bring your own serving utensil[s];  

paperware, plastic eating utensils, drinking cups, coffee, iced tea, water  

will be provided.  

Optional Church Tour with Mary Schwaner, 6:35 -6:50  pm  

Program: òSpirituality for Church Musiciansó 7 pm 

Mary Eileen Andreasen  

 

òToo often we fail to appreciate the gifts weõve been given and what a blessing they are to the 

communities we serve.  Take some time for yourself and acknowledge the gift of music that you bring to 

others.  Be good to yourself.ó  -Mary Eileen Andreasen 
 

Let Mary Eileen Andreasen give you a great pat on the back and send your heart and mind soaring as we 

re-examine the important role we play and the methods in which we use our God-given and self-polished 

talents.  So much of our time is spent in planning, practicing, and providing for our congregations musically 

(as well as navigating the perilous straits of church politics!) that we often forget just what led us to labor 

in our particular vineyards week after week.  Mary Eileen will rekindle, reinvigorate, and reinforce our 

aspirations and goals as we seek to make 2010-2011 a benchmark year in our chosen profession. 

 

Though she lives in Omaha, Mary Eileen Andreasen, M.A., M.S., is Program Coordinator of the Immaculata 

Monastery and Spirituality Center in Norfolk, NE. 

The 2010  

Bach German 

Organ Tour  
I was fortunate to be able to 

participate in this tour this summer.  

It was an incredible experience.  In 

addition to the Faulkners, Claire 

Eason from the Lincoln chapter 

participated as did Carla Post, Claire 

Bushong and David Schack from the 

Omaha Chapter.  During about two 

weeks time, we were able to 

experience and play eleven historic 

instruments and we heard several 

more organs during our time in 

Germany.  We spent three days in 

Dresden, three in Leipzig, one day in 

Wittenburg and three days in Berlin 

before departing back to the United 

States. We attended church in the 

Thomaskirche in Leipzig where Bach 

served as Kantor for 27 years.  We 

had dinner at the Pulverturm in 
Dresden and Auerbachõs Keller in 

Leipzig, of Goethe and Faust fame.  

We played organs buil t by 

Hilldebrandt, Ladegast, Mauer, 

Papen ius ,  Re iche l ,  Sche rer , 

Silbermann, Trost and Wagner.  

Quentin and Mary Murrell Faulkner 

were the tour leaders and we had an 

excellent German guide, Lothar, and 

bus driver, Wolfgang, who was from 

Bavaria and wore his lederhosen 

many days.The trip was too soon 

over and we came back to the United 

States with many incredible 

experiences.  A more detailed 

summary will be available at the 

September 13 meeting at St. Markõs 

United Methodist Church.  Pictures 

a r e  av a i l a b l e  a t :  h t t p : / /

picasaweb.google.com/jlytton 

 

 

Pipe Organ Encounter Advanced Update  
from James J. Lytton, ChM  

 

 

There were a number of students from our POE Advanced at the convention in Washington and I thought 

that this would be a good time to bring you up to date with their impressive achievements  and activities. 

 

First off, Caroline Robinson is beginning her second year at the Curtis Institute of Music and Bryan Anderson 

is beginning his first. Duane Soubirous is beginning his second year at Oberlin and Katelyn Emerson will be a 

beginning student there this fall. Samuel Gaskin will be joining Kevin Neel at Indiana University. He will be 

studying with Chris Young. Mary Copely is heading to Westminster Choir College. 

 

Katelyn Emerson won the L. Cameron Johnson Memorial Organ Competition in Northeastern Connecticut 

in May. She also played a series of five recitals this summer in Maine and New Hampshire. She also played a 

recital in Mechanics Hall in Worcester, Massachusetts. 

 

Eric Fricke has be at St. John's College in Santa Fe and is moving to the NYC area so that he can continue 

study with Cameron Carpenter. Charles Grove is in Pennsylvania and hoping to begin a new position in  a 

church there. 

 

The third POE Advanced was held in New York City this summer and Bryan Anderson, Adriana Carlson, 

Halden Toy and Janet Yieh were students there and Kevin Neel as a councilor. The POEA was in residence 

at St. Thomas Choir School. 

 

There are five students who I have not heard from. But the others are certainly living up to the impressive 

record that they set here in Lincoln in July of 2008 
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September 13, 2010  

AGO Chapter  

òSpirituality for Church 

Musiciansó 

Mary Eileen Andreasen  
St. Markõs United Methodist Church 

8550 Pioneers Blvd., Lincoln  

6:00  pm ~ Pot Luck  
7:00 pm ~ Program  

 

 

September 19, 2010  

Dana Robinson, Organist  
Kimball Hall  

11th & R Streets, Lincoln  
3:00 pm 

 
 

 

 

October 3, 2010  

Lincoln Organ Showcase  

Davis Hurd, Organist  
Holy Trinity Episcopal Church  

6001 A Street, Lincoln  

3:00 pm 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

October 4, 2010  

AGO Chapter  

òAbracadabraó 

The Magic of Musical Improvisation  

Tom Trenney  
First ð Plymouth Church  

20th & D  Streets, Lincoln  

6:00 pm ~ Pot Luck  
7:00 pm  ~Program  

 

 

October 31, 2010  

Abendmusik:Lincoln  

òPhanton of the Opera: 

Silent Filmó 
First -Plymouth Church  

20th & D Streets, Lincoln  
8:00 pm 

 

Upcoming  Events: 

A definition of Fall ~ Musically Speaking  
By Michael Bennett, Director of Publications, Saint Paul United Methodist Church 

 
 

What is your definition of Fall?  The essential meaning of Fall is the season of the year that comes after summer and before winter; autumn. To all 

of us we have varied definitions of what it means. To those of us who are musicians, who take part in church music programs, hopefully the 

season of Fall is the beginning of a rewarding season. Fall is a time  to refresh and to renew ourselves to making joyful noise to God in all that we 

do, even outside the church. 

 

One definition of Fall is the return of the First Friday Noontime Concert Series, among other things. For those of you who are new to Lincoln or 

to the area, the First Friday Noontime Concert Series is an opportunity to showcase talent local to the Lincoln and surrounding areas. The 

concerts are free and are held in the Sanctuary of Saint Paul United Methodist Church the first Friday of every month, October through April, 

beginning at 12:10 p.m. Below is a brief synopsis of the programming: 

 

 

 

§ October 1 ~ Carl Eitzen, trumpet 

§ November 5 ~  C. Richard Morris, organ 

§ December 3 ~ John Friesen, òThe Nutcracker Suiteó, organ 

§ January 7  ~ The Erickson Family 

§ February 4 ~ Pance Zaev and Paul Emil Hedstrom, clarinet and bassoon 

§  March ~ Heidi Beran and Betsy Bobenhouse 

§ April 1 ~  Nebraska Wesleyan University Chamber Singers, under the directin of Dr. William A. Wyman, Director of Choral Activities at 

NWU. 

 

As you can tell form the schedule above, this season promises to be fun and enriching for all who attend. Make your plans now to join us. 

More details will be forthcoming in upcoming Chiff Chat issues. 

 

 

 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=music+videos


On Saturday,  Bishop Rimbo will present a keynote speech over lunch. In 

addition, area pastors, musicians and lay people will present a series of 

workshops including:  

 

Ý Preaching: The Honest Word: Rev. Brian Maas, First Lutheran, Lincoln 

Ý Gracious Presiding: Bishop Rimbo 

Ý Graceful Service:  Quality Choral Music for  All Ages and Sizes: Josh Norris, director 

of Lincoln Lutheran Choir 

Ý A Little Child Shall Lead: Involving Children in Worship: Sara Schott, Grace Lutheran 

Church Lincoln 

Ý Seeing is Believing: Symbols and Art in the Worship Space: Jim Bockelman, Center for 

Liturgicla Art, Concordia University, Seward 

Ý Inviting Others: Telling the Community About Your Congregation: Rev. James 

Lindberg, Living Grace Lutheran Church, Omaha 

Ý All We Have: Worship in the Small Congregation: Jeremy Bankson, noted Lutheran 

Composer and Associate Minister for Music, First-Plymouth Congregational Church,  

UCC, Lincoln 

Ý Daily Worship: Using the Lesser Festivals and Morning and Evening Prayer: Rev. Peter 

Jacobson, Gloria Dei Lutheran, Wichita 

Ý A Welcome for All: Hospitality in the Congregation: Jo Sheets, Southwood Lutheran 

Church 
 

Saturdayõs part of the conference will conclude with a worship service led by Rev. Brian 

Maas, Bishop Rimbo, and guest organist Jeremy Bankson. 

 

Registration is $40 per person ($25 for each additional person from the same 

congregation or institution). More information and registration form can be found at 

www.egrace.org 

 

Bishop Rimbo will preach and preside at worship on Sunday, September 19th at 9 a.m.; 

and will lead an adult forum  at 10:30 a.m. At 11:30, the congregation will gather for its 

Annual Pig Roast. All of  Sundayõs events are open to any AGO member who is able to 

attend! 

 

 

 

 

James Lytton, ChM  

AGOñLincoln Chapter  

6641 S. 57th Street  

Lincoln, Ne. 68516  
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God is Here! 

A Practial Liturgy for Todayõs Church 

 

September 18-19, 2010 
 

Grace Lutheran Church 

2225 Washington Street 

Lincoln,  Nebraska 

Featuring: 

 Bishop Robert A. Rimbo  

of the  

Metropolitan New York Synod  

of the  

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

 
 

Bishop Rimbo is coming to Lincoln to headline an 

exciting, inspiring conference designed to help 

you revitalize and reinvigorate worship in your 

congregation! Although Bishop Rimbo comes 

from a Lutheran background, his words will be 

encouraging to anyone dedicated to using 

excellent music and liturgy to shape the worship 

life of the congregation. If youõve not heard him 

speak, you are in for a real treat! Please invite 

your pastor, worship committee people...anyone 

who is interested in worship and liturgy! We also 

have a couple of workshops of interest to 

evangelism/hospitality committees. 

http://www.studentdream.com/clipart/music/music2.gif


 


