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A Note from the Dean 

 

2012 Composer Birthdays 

 

2012 will see the 450th birthday 
of two important organ composers: John 
Bull (1562-1628) and Jan Pieterszoon 
Sweelinck (1562-1621).   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Bull led a very colorful life.  After 
growing up singing in cathedral choirs, 
Bull became a Gentleman of the Chapel 
Royal and then organist to the Chapel 
Royal under Queen Elizabeth.  There is 
evidence that she sent him to the 
continent as a spy!  Bull continued to 
serve the court when King James 
ascended the throne.  He was appointed 
to Gresham College in 1597, but was 
forced to leave his post 10 years later 
when he fathered a child before 
marrying.  In 1613 he fled England to 
Flanders under accusation of adultery.  
He settled in Antwerp, where he 
advanced from assistant organist to 
principal organist, and wrote a series of 
letters claiming that the reason he fled 
England was to escape religious 
persecution.  Bull died in Antwerp as is 
buried in the cemetery next to the 
cathedral there.   
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sweelinck seems to have led a much quieter 
life than Bull.  His family moved to 
Amsterdam shortly after his birth, and it 
seems that he held the same post at the 
Oude Kerk in Amsterdam for 44 years.  
Like Bach, he traveled to nearby cities to 
serve as organ inspector and advisor for 
renovations and organ building projects.  
He taught many big names in the next 
generation of German organ students, 
including Scheidt, Scheidemann, and Jacob 
Praetorius. 
  
Sweelinck and Bull probably knew each 
other.  Both had keyboard works published 
in the English music collection known as 
the Fitzwilliam Virginal Book.  Bull wrote a 
set of variations on a Dutch theme after 
Sweelinck died.  While both composers 
wrote monumental works of contrapuntal 
genius, both also wrote charming pieces on 
secular themes as well.  Consider learning 
some new repertoire in 2012 to 
commemorate their anniversary. 
 

Stacie Lightner, AAGO 
Dean of the Lincoln Chapter 

John Bull (1562-1628)  

Jan Pieterszoon Sweelinck  
(1562-1621).   

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Johnbullcomposer.jpg
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A Word from your Education Chairman  

www.agolincoln.com  

Chapter Meeting 

January 9, 2012 

Holy Trinity Episcopal Church, 6001 A Street 

Potluck at 6:00 

Meeting at 7:00 

 

Instant Voluntaries: Membersõ Favorite Easy Organ Music 

 

Please bring your favorite easy organ piece to share!  We will swap pieces and sight read for each other in a playful attempt to 
get to know some new organ literature.  Obviously òeasyó means different things to different people, so weõll create a judg-
ment-free environment in which no one will be harmed in the process of sight reading.  If you prefer not to be put on the 

spot, please bring a piece anyway and one of our stunt sight reading specialists will play it for you.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Upcoming Chapter Meetings 

Monday, Feb. 13 at 7:00 p.m.   Student Recital 

Monday, March 12 at 7:00 p.m. Introduction to Italian Organ Music 

Sunday, April 22 at 3:00 p.m.  Joint Omaha/Lincoln meeting 

Please note new location: Fremont Area Art Association, 92 West 6th Street, Fremont 

And plan to attend the Lincoln Organ Showcase 30th Anniversary Gala on May 11! 

Oude Kerk, the Amsterdam church where Sweelinck  
worked almost his entire life. 

Antwerp Cathedral, painted c. 1820 by 
Domenico Quaglio the Younger.  

Bull worked as organist of the cathedral from 
1615 until his death. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Okerk2.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Kathedrale_zu_Antwerpen.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cathedral_of_Our_Lady_(Antwerp)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Domenico_Quaglio_the_Younger
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Chiff Chat   ~ January 2012 

Upcoming Events: 

 

 
Abendmusik:Lincoln 

January 28, 2012 
7:00 pm  

Luther College Nordic Choir 
First-Plymouth Church 

20th & D Streets, Lincoln 
Info: Jeremy Bankson 

(402) 476-9933   
 

Lincoln AGO Chapter 
February 13, 2012 
6:00 pm - Pot Luck 
7:00 pm Program 
Student Recital 

Westminster Presbyterian Church 
2110 Sheridan Boulevard, Lincoln 

Info: Stacie Lightner 
402-223-9188              402-223-9188       

 
 
 
 
 

Abendmusik:Lincoln 
February 19, 2012 

4:00 pm  
Choral Evensong with Organist Gerre Hancock 

First-Plymouth Church 
20th & D Streets, Lincoln 

Info: Jeremy Bankson 
(402) 476-9933              (402) 476-9933   

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  Lincoln Organ Showcase 
February 26, 2012 

4:00 pm 
Children's Event begins at 3:00 pm 

Songs of Hope: Abendchor sings American Music 
First-Plymouth Church 

20th & D Streets, Lincoln 
Info: Jeremy Bankson 

(402) 476-9933              (402) 476-9933   
 

 
 

Lincoln AGO Chapter 
March 12, 2012 

6:00 pm - Pot Luck 
7:00 pm Program 

Introduction to Italian Organ Music 
Stacie Lightner, AAGO 

First Christian Church 
430 S. 16th Street, Lincoln 

Info: Stacie Lightner 
402-223-9188              402-223-9188       

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

HEARTLAND YOUTH CHOIR  

The HEARTLAND YOUTH CHOIR, based in Des 
Moines, Iowa will present a public concert at St. Paulõs 
Evangelical Lutheran Church, Council Bluffs, Iowa on 
Saturday, March 3, 2012.  The concert will begin at 7:00 
P.M. 
 
       The 37 voice choir is under the direction of Barbara 
Sletto, Artistic Director.  The auditioned choir has 
appeared throughout the Mid-west and Upper Midwest 
states in concerts.  In the summer of 2011, the choir 
appeared at the Regional Convention of the American 
Guild of Organists, held in Des Moines. 
 
      While in Council Bluffs, the Cantate Domino 
Childrenõs Choir of St. Paulõs Church will join the 
Heartland Youth Choir for a one hour workshop.   The 
two choirs will be combined for the morning worship 
services at St. Paulõs on Sunday, March 4, under the 
direction of Barbara Sletto.  
 
       The Heartland Youth Choir concert on Saturday, 
March 3, is open to the public.  A free will donation 
opportunity will be available.  The concert will begin at 
7:00 P.M.   Everyone is welcome.  
 
Dr. J. Gordon Christensen 
Director of Music 
St. Paulõs Evangelical Lutheran Church 

mailto:jeremy@firstplymouth.org
mailto:stacielightner@hotmail.com
mailto:jeremy@firstplymouth.org
mailto:jeremy@firstplymouth.org
mailto:stacielightner@hotmail.com

