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A Note from the Dean 

 Continuing our series of organists with 

significant anniversaries in 2012, let us turn 

to  Continuing our series of organists with 

significant anniversaries in 2012, let us turn to 

Léon Boëllmann. Boëllmann was born in 1862 

in Ensisheim, in the Alsace region of 

France.  When he was 9 years 

old, he went to Paris to study 

at the L'École Niedermeyer in 

Paris, an institution dedicated 

to the study and practice 

church music where Faure 

later  s tudied.   There 

Boëllmann studied organ with 

Gustave Lefèvre and Eugene 

Gigout. Boëllmann married 

Louise, who was the daughter 

of Lefèvre and the niece of 

Gigout, and the couple moved 

in with Gigout after their 

marriage.   After Boëllmann 

graduated in 1891, he became 

the sub-organist at the Church 

of St. Vincent de Paul in Paris 

and was eventually promoted 

to organiste titulaire.  He remained in that post 

until his early death in 1897, probably from 

tuberculosis.  His wife died the following year, 

and Gigout raised their three orphaned 

children.  

    During his brief life, Boëllmann had success 

as a teacher, composer, critic, and 

performer.  In addition to pieces for organ, he 

wrote works for piano, chamber music, and 

one symphony.  His Suite gothique for organ is 

standard repertoire, and is one of those 

wonderful pieces that sounds more difficult 

than it actually is.  You can find this piece, as 

well as a number of other organ works on the 

Petrucci Music Library website.  If you are not 

familiar with this website, I urge you to check 

it out at imslp.org.  You can search by 

composer or instrumentation and find 

thousands of pieces that are in the public 

domain that you can legally print.  While 

you’re there, take a look at Boëllmann’s Les 

heures mystiques, a collection of liturgical 

pieces for organ or harmonium (which is that 

day was perceived as a modern and legitimate 

alternative to the pipe organ and not a poor 

substitute) and therefore very accessible and 

useful for church.. Boëllmann was born in 

1862 in Ensisheim, in the Alsace region of 

France.  When he was 9 years old, he went to 

Paris to study at the L'École Niedermeyer in 

Paris, an institution dedicated to the study and 

practice church music where Faure later 

studied.  There Boëllmann studied organ with 

Gustave Lefèvre and Eugene Gigout. 

Boëllmann married Louise, who was the 

daughter of Lefèvre and the niece 

of Gigout, and the couple moved 

in with Gigout after their 

marriage.   After Boëllmann 

graduated in 1891, he became the 

sub-organist at the Church of St. 

Vincent de Paul in Paris and was 

eventually promoted to organiste 

titulaire.  He remained in that 

post until his early death in 1897, 

probably from tuberculosis.  His 

wife died the following year, and 

Gigout raised their three 

orphaned children.  

   During his brief life, 

Boëllmann had success as a 

teacher, composer, critic, and 

performer.  In addition to pieces 

for organ, he wrote works for piano, chamber 

music, and one symphony.  His Suite gothique 

for organ is standard repertoire, and is one of 

those wonderful pieces that sounds more 

difficult than it actually is.  You can find this 

piece, as well as a number of other organ 

works on the Petrucci Music Library 

website.  If you are not familiar with this 

website, I urge you to check it out at 

imslp.org.  You can search by composer or 

instrumentation and find thousands of pieces 

that are in the public domain that you can 

legally print.  While you’re there, take a look 

at Boëllmann’s Les heures mystiques, a 

collection of liturgical pieces for organ or 

harmonium (which is that day was perceived 

as a modern and legitimate alternative to the 

pipe organ and not a poor substitute) and 

therefore very accessible and useful for 

church. 
Stacie Lightner, AAGO 

Dean of the Lincoln Chapter 

Léon Boëllmann.  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Louis_Niedermeyer
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Louis_Niedermeyer
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Leon_Boellmann.jpg
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I confess that one of my New Year resolutions is to do a 
better job of writing reflections for the Chiff Chat! It’s one 
of the offerings I can make to the world of music I so 
deeply value.  So far so good!  
 
Many of us will soon be entering into the season of Lent, 
to one degree or another. One of the things that always 
strikes me is the way that, in our tradition (I’m 
Episcopalian) the music so radically shifts during this 
season. 
 
The spiritual tone of our worship, of our primary 
relationship in life, changes dramatically, in part because 
of the musical changes. Those changes in turn give a 
different shape to the spirit shaping us. Our life takes on a 
different shape in God. 
 
That’s part of the offering you musicians make within the 
faith community where you work and worship God.  
Many of us are incomparably grateful for your offering; 
it’s one of he ways God creates new realities within us.  
 
 

One of my primary images for this dynamic comes from “The 
Grinch Who Stole Christmas”! Do you remember that 
wonderful scene where the Grinch is standing on the 
mountain top, having stolen all the presents and the food for 
the feast (down to the last crumb!) from the Whos down in 
Whoville  
 
Rather than the wailing The Grinch expects to hear when 
morning arrives, he hears the Whos down in Whoville singing 
joyously of the wonders of Christmas. And his heart begins to 
grow, and grow, and grow, until it pops out of the tight 
parameters into which the Grinch has set it. 
 
That’s one way the gift of music works during all the seasons 
of life. Your offering enlarges the hearts of others; and on 
those good days (those of us who work in the church know 
what I mean!),  your offering also enlarges your own heart.  
 
If you’re soon entering into the season of Lent, have a blessed 
one. And if not, may this season of your life 
nonetheless be an enlarging one; may God 
grant you the gift of a bigger heart, of more 
love, through the offerings of all the people 
who touch your life as you touch others. 
 
Father Jerry Thompson 
Chapter Chaplain 

January Chapter Meeting Recap 

If you were unable to attend our January meeting, you missed a good time!  Members submitted their favorite easy organ 
pieces, and other members volunteered to sight read them, thus demonstrating both our sight reading skills and the 
accessibility of the pieces.  People approached the exercise with good humor, and it turned out to be a lot of fun.  Here is the 
publisher information for the pieces that were played, as well as who played them to help you track down the pieces that you 
liked.  Thanks to everyone who played and brought pieces! 
 

Wagner, Douglas E.  “Flourish.”  In Eight Psalm Impressions for Organ, Vol. III.  Hope Publishing Co, 
2011.  Book-8522.  (Played by Jim Lytton) 

Hillert, Richard.  “Let Us Ever Walk with Jesus.”  In The Parish Organist.  Concordia Press, 1962.  97-
1443. (Played by Nancy) 

Sumsion, Herbert.  Chorale Prelude on “Down Ampney.”  Paraclete Press, 2000.  PPM00032.  (Played 
by Stacie) 

Balbastre, Claude-Bénigne.  “Joseph est bien marié.”  In French Noëls for Organ.  Dover, 1997.  ISBN 0-
486-29696-2. (Played by Darrell) 

Lefébure-Wély, Louis James Alfred.  “Pastorale [in G].”  In Favourite Organ Music, Book 1: Nine Easy 
Pieces.  Oxford, 1994.  ISBN 0-19-375527-0 (Played by Jim Hejduk) 

Held, Wilbur.  “Silent Night.” From A Nativity Suite.  Concordia, 1959.  97-4461 (Played by Loretta) 

Groom, Lester H.  Gothic Fanfare.  Abingdon Press, 1968.  APM-580.  (Played by J. Gordon.  This piece 
is now out of print, so ask Jim Hejduk for a copy and seek publisher permission to make copies.) 

Reger, Max.  “Lobe den Herren, der mächtigen König der Ehren.”  (Praise to the Lord, the Almighty).  In 30 kleine 
Choralvorspiele/30 short chorale preludes, op. 135A.  C. F. Peters, 1949.  (Played by Gilbert) 

Fedak, Alfred.  “Processional.” In A Collection of Hymns.  Belwin-Mills, 1996.  DM9601 (Played by Pris) 

Gehrke, Hugo.  “Joy to the World.”  In The Parish Organist, Part One.  Concordia, 1953.  97-1145 (Played by Jim 
Lytton) 

Greene, Maurice.  “Voluntary in C Minor.” In Three 18th Century Voluntaries, transcribed by Sidney S. Campbell.  
Oxford, 1956.  (Played by Loretta) 

A Note from the Chaplain 

Léon Boëllmann at the or-
gan of Saint-Vincent-de-Paul 

church, Paris 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Leon_Boellmann_a_l%27orgue_de_Saint-Vincent-de-Paul.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saint-Vincent-de-Paul_church,_Paris
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saint-Vincent-de-Paul_church,_Paris


Page 3 

Chiff Chat   ~ February 2012 

Upcoming Events: 
 
Next Chapter Meeting: 
Monday, February 13, 2012 
Westminster Presbyterian Church 
2001 Sheridan Blvd. 
Potluck at 6:00 p.m. 
Student Recital 
Come and support our up and coming young organists! 
 
 
 
 
Abendmusik:Lincoln 
February 19, 2012 ~ 4:00 pm  
Choral Evensong with Organist Gerre Hancock 
First-Plymouth Church 
20th & D Streets, Lincoln 
Info: Jeremy Bankson 
(402) 476-9933  (402) 476-9933       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Lincoln Organ Showcase 
February 26, 2012 ~ 4:00 pm 
Children's Event begins at 3:00 pm 
Anne Wilson, Organist 
Southwood Lutheran Church 
9300 S. 40th Street Lincoln 
Info: Chris Marks 
(402) 472-2980  (402) 472-2980       

March 3, 2012 at 4:00 p.m. 
Heartland Youth Choir 
St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 
239 Frank Street, Council Bluffs, Iowa 
A concert by the Des Moines based Heartland Youth 
Choir under the direction of Barbara Sletto. 
Info: J. Gordon Christensen 
(712) 322-4729  (712)352-0298 
 
Abendmusik:Lincoln 
March 4, 2012 
4:00 pm  
Songs of Hope: Abendchor sings American Music 
First-Plymouth Church 
20th & D Streets, Lincoln 
Info: Jeremy Bankson 
(402) 476-9933   (402) 476-9933       
 

Lincoln AGO Chapter 
March 12, 2012 
6:00 pm - Pot Luck 
7:00 pm Program 
Introduction to Italian Organ Music 
Stacie Lightner, AAGO 
First Christian Church 
430 S. 16th Street, Lincoln 
Info: Stacie Lightner 
(402) 223-9188   (402) 223-9188       
 
 
March 21, 2012  at 6:00 p.m. 
St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 
“A Day in the Life of J. S. Bach"   
during  St. Paul’s Christ Academy. 
239 Frank Street, Council Bluffs, Iowa  
Info:  J. Gordon Christensen 
(712) 322-4729  (712) 352-0298 
 
Lincoln Organ Showcase 
April 15, 2012 ~ 3:00 pm 
John Schwandt, Organist 
Vine Congregational Church 
1800 Twin Ridge Road, Lincoln 
Info: Chris Marks 
(402) 472-2980  (402) 472-2980     
   
Joint Omaha-Lincoln AGO Chapters 
April 22, 2012 ~ 3:00 pm Program 
Choral Program 
David Batter, Conducting 
St. Patrick's Catholic Church 
422 E. 4th Street, Fremont, NE 
Info: Stacie Lightner 
(402)  223-9188     (402)  223-9188       
 
 
Beginning Wednesday, April 22, 2012 
St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 
239 Frank Street, Council Bluffs, Iowa  
Six Lenten organ recitals presented at noon on 
Wednesdays during  Lent, including John Friesen, 
Claire Roehrkasse Eason, Carla Post, Charles Cohen, 
and others. 
Info: J. Gordon Christensen 
(712)322-4729  (712) 325-0298 

mailto:jeremy@firstplymouth.org
mailto:cmarks2@unl.edu
mailto:jeremy@firstplymouth.org
mailto:stacielightner@hotmail.com
mailto:cmarks2@unl.edu
mailto:stacielightner@hotmail.com
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A Note from Your Education Director: 
 
An interesting and relevant question regarding the AGO 
certification procedure emerged during the Board January 
business meeting at All saints Episcopal Church. The 
question: “Is there a sequence or specific order the 
certificates are to be earned?” 
 
The Service Playing Certificate (SPC) , Colleague (CAGO), 
Choir Master (ChM), and Associate (AAGO) may be earned 
in any order. In order to become a candidate for the Fellow 
(FAGO), the AGO member must have passed both the 
performace and written Associate (AAGO) exam. 
 
The AGO leadership strongly promotes and encourages 
membership to take certification exams. Not only does 
taking certification exams develop and improve technique 
and musicianship, it raises the standards and expectations 
of professional status among peers, congregations, and 
community. 
 
Discussion has been initiated with the Education Chairman 
of the Omaha Chapter (Sally Hodges) exploring the 
suggestion that the Lincoln and Omaha chapters bring 
Joyce Shupe Kull, FAGO, ChM, DMA, Counselor for 
Education for the AGO, to Nebraska for a program 
regarding AGO certification. 

 
Remember to register for your AGO certification exam! The 
schedule for registration is in back-issues of the Chiff Chat, 
on-line at the AGO website, and the July 2011 issue of The 
American Organist. 
 
Dr. J. Gordon Christensen 
Education Director 
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 Omaha Chapter of the  

American Guild of Organists  

Mid-Winter Education Workshop  

Saturday, February 4, 2012  

Trinity Episcopal Cathedral  

113 North 18th Street, Omaha, Nebraska  

9:00 a.m. – 12:45 p.m.  

8:30 a.m. ~ Registration, Coffee and Rolls, Conversation  
 

 9:00 a.m.  ~ Dr. Stephen J. Hamilton  

New Music! Church Music Repertoire  
 

10:15 a.m.  ~ Break  
 

10:30  ~ Dr. Stephen J. Hamilton  

New Music! Church Music Repertoire  
 

11:45  ~ Lunch  

 

Sponsored by Omaha Chapter of the American Guild of Organists  

& Trinity Episcopal Cathedral  

 
For more information and to register, visit www.omahaago.org or call Jeff Hoffman at 402-459-0882  



Heartland Youth Choir at St. Paul’s Lutheran  
Church, Council Bluffs 

 
The Heartland Youth Choir, based in Des Moines, will present a concert at St. 
Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church, 239 Frank Street, Council Bluffs, Iowa on 
Saturday, March 3rd, at 7:00 p.m. 
 
Barbara Sletto is the director of the Heartland Youth Choir. The choir participated 
in the opening service of the Regional Convention of the American Guild of 
Organists held in Des Moines last summer. While in Council Bluffs, Ms. Sletto will 

conduct a one-hour rehearsal for St. Paul’s Cantate Domino Children’s Choir on Saturday afternoon. Both the Heartland Youth 
Choir and Cantate Domino Choir will participate in the morning worship services on Sunday morning. 
 
More information will appear in the March issue of Chiff Chat. Questions may be directed to Dr. Christensen or Rosemary 
Paul at (712) 322-4729. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Wednesday-at-Noon Lenten Organ Recital Series at  
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, Council Bluffs 

 
St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church, 239 Frank Street in Council Bluffs, will 
host a Wednesday-at-Noon Lenten Organ Recital series. The first recital will be 
on Ash Wednesday, February 22, 2012. 
 
The 30-35 minute recital, beginning at 12:10, feature organists from the Omaha 
and Lincoln areas. Each recital is followed by a home-cooked meal served in the 
Undercroft. Both the recital and meal are open to the public free of charge. Host 
organist is J. Gordon Christensen. The meals are prepared and served by 
Rosemary Paul, the Chiff Chat editor. 
 
The Organists 
 
February 22, 2012 To be announced. 
 
February  29, 2012  
John Friesen, St. Paul’s United Methodist Church, Lincoln, Nebraska 
 
March 7, 2012 
Claire Roehrkasse Eason, United Presbyterian Church, North Bend, Nebraska 
 
March 14, 2012   
Charles A. Cohen, Divine Shepherd Lutheran Church, Omaha, Nebraska 
 
March 21, 2012   
Stacie Lightner, St. John’s Lutheran Church, Beatrice, Nebraska 
 
March 28, 2012   
Carla Post, Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, Gretna, Nebraska 
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This next summer from July 15-20 the South Dakota Chapter of the American Guild of Organists will 
be sponsoring its sixth POE (Pipe Organ Encounter) on the campus of Augustana College here in Sioux Falls, South 
Dakota.  Because of successful past experiences, we are committed to offering this camp for talented young people who 
might be our future church organists.  The students range in age from grades 7-12 and from those with no previous organ 
experience to those who have studied for a number of years and may already be playing in their home churches. 
  
Many of our own members are on the planning committee and will be teaching, but there will also be guest recitalists/
teachers who will be involved in this endeavor.  Included are Christopher Marks of the University of Nebraska, and Larry 
Schou of the University of South Dakota, Tom Trenney from Plymouth Congregational in Lincoln, Nebraska, and Christian 
Lane from Yale University.  With teachers and performers of this caliber, we will be able to offer an exciting week of 
classes, recitals, organ crawls, and worship experiences.  During this time we will be touring the National Music Museum 
on the campus of the University of South Dakota in Vermillion.  While there, the students will have the opportunity to see 
and hear the many historical keyboards and experience playing the museum’s gamelan.  In addition, Tom Trenney will be 
working daily with the students on improvisation and one evening he will accompany a silent movie--a truly unique 
experience for our young people!  During the week both Christopher Marks and Christian Lane will present recitals.  All of 
the recitals, workshops, and worship services will be open to the public.  
  
Musically yours, 
  
Marilyn Schempp 
  
 

Lincoln Organ Showcase will present a pipe organ 
demonstration for children on Sunday, Feb. 26, 3:00 p.m., 
at Southwood Lutheran Church, Lincoln.  A recital for all 
ages will follow immediately, at 4:00 p.m.  Concert organist 
and composer Anne WIlson will do both the demonstration 
and the concert, with special guest performer Tom 
Trenney.  Please share the attached flyer with any other 
teachers and families who might be interested. 
 
Anne Wilson is Organist/Director of Music at Forest Hill 
Presbyterian Church (Cleveland Hts., Ohio) where she 
directs five choirs and organizes a concert series.  Active as 
a free-lance collaborative pianist for Case Western Reserve 
University, Cleveland Heights High School, Apollo’s Fire and 
other groups, Ms. Wilson is also founder/past president of 
the Cleveland Classical Guitar Society and a docent at 
the Cleveland Museum of Art.  Ms. Wilson has won first or 
second prizes in seven national and international 
organ competitions and holds the American Guild of 
Organists’ prestigious Fellowship and Choirmaster 
certificates.  She has presented many recitals and 
workshops at conventions of the American Guild 

of Organists, the Organ Historical Society, and the 
Presbyterian Association of Musicians.  She has also been 
featured on National Public Radio’s “Pipedreams” program 
and Cleveland radio station WCLV’s Not the Dead, White, 
Male Composers Hour.  Also a composer, Ms. Wilson’s 
works have been performed at such venues as the 
Chautauqua Institution, the Aspen Music Festival, the 
Julliard School, the Museum of Women in the Arts in 
Washington, D.C., the Amsterdam Cello Biennale, and 
conventions of the American Guild of Organists.  
 
Children 18 and under are admitted free to all LOS events; for 
this concert, parents and/or other caregivers who bring 
children will be admitted for $5.  Regular tickets are $15; 
seniors $10.  Tickets are available at the door.   
 
For more information, please  
e-mail info@lincolnorganshowcase.org 
Follow LOS on Facebook at  
www.facebook.com/lincolnorganshowcase 
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