
 

 

 

And it is time for elections.  

You should have received a 

ballot by this time.   Please 

vote ð it only takes a few 

minutes. 

 

Hope to see you in Omaha 
on April 25. 

 

 

Jim Lytton, ChMñDean 

The Call  

 

Many of us in the church music 

profession feel that we have a 

calling to do the work of the 

church musician.  Most clergy 

feel that they have a call ð why 

not church musicians?  Ours is a 

very different profession from 

working in an office all day or 

working out on the farm or 

éé   And it can all come 

together on Sunday morning.  If 

the congregation is singing well 

because of your organ 

accompaniment or if the choir 

did especially well in the anthem 

because of your direction or if 

the lessons and the music come 

together because of your 

efforts, it can be very rewarding 

and you can sit back and say, 

yes, I have a calling. 

 

I have felt a calling for a number 

of years.  At Westminster 

Choir College at graduation the 

undergraduates sing òWhom 

shall we send and who will go  

 

 

 

for us?ó  And the seniors reply: 

òHere am I, Lord, send me.ó 
 

And when we install officers 

for the American Guild of 

Organists, there is usually a call 

involved to some degree.  It is 

a different world, one that can 

be very challenging and also 

very rewarding. 
 

Easter is nearly here.  Actually, 

you will not receive this until 

after Easter by design, as most 

of us will probably misplace 

the newsletter because of the 

hustle and bustle of Easter.  

And the snow has melted 

(although there could be 

more).  I hope that your Easter 

music will be successful. 

 

Our April program does not 

take place until April 25.  Then 

the May meeting is the next 

week.  Details of the joint 

April meeting with Omaha are 

elsewhere. 

A Note From the Dean:  

Lincoln Organ Showcase  

The Newsletter of the American Guild of Organists ~ Lincoln Chapter  
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Chiff  Chat  

Mission Statement: The 

purpose of the Lincoln 

Chapter of the American 

Guild of Organists is to 

promote the organ in its 

historic and evolving roles, 

to encourage excellence in 

the performance of organ 

and choral music, and to 

provide a forum for mutual 

support, inspiration, educa-

tion, and certification of 

Guild members in the city 

of Lincoln and surrounding 

areas. 

ñadopted January 12, 2009 

 

 

Francesco Cera  

Organist  

 

Sunday 

April 25, 2010  

3:00 p.m.  

 

Saint Cecilia Cathedral  

701 North 40th Street  

Omaha, Nebraska  
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Chiff  Chat  

At its meeting on March 8, the Board of the Lincoln AGO Chapteré.. 

heard a report on chapter finances ð the chapter has around $50,000 in the bank 

 

agreed to pay Kurt von Kampen a stipend for his great March presentation 

 

discussed procedures for the election of officers for 2010-2011 

 

commended Rosemary Paul for her work as editor of the Chiff Chat 

 

accepted with great regret the resignation of Chris Marks from the board 

 

gladly confirmed the appointment of Tom Trenney to fill that vacancy 

 

awarded Michael Emmerich some funds for his trip to the National AGO Convention in Washington 

Pot Luck Picnic  

June 13, 2010 

At the home of  

Roger Bailey  

1819 Road S 

McCool, Junction, Ne. 
 

Their will be opportunity to 

play the organ in Rogerõs 

home.  

 

 

ITALIAN EARLY MUSIC SPECIALIST 

FEATURED AT JOINT MEETING  

Maestro Francesco Cera will be the guest artist at 

the annual Lincoln-Omaha joint meeting on 

Sunday, April 25, 3:00 pm at Omahaõs St. Cecilia 

Cathedral, 701 North 40th Street.  Cera  is one of 

Italyõs leading early music specialists and has 

performed in important international festivals and 

on historic organs throughout Europe such as the 

Bologna Festival, the Flanders Festival in Bruges 

and Ghent, the Bach Tage in Berlin and Musica 

Transalpina in London. 
 

Born in Bologna, Cera studied organ and 

harpsichord under noted artists Luigi Ferdinando 

Tagliavini and Gustav Leonhardt.  Heõs become 

particularly well-known for his performances of 

17th century harpsichord and organ music, having 

recorded the complete works of Rossi, Merula, 

Storace, as well as òaudaciousó interpretations of 

the Domenico Scarlatti sonatas. 
 

In addition to his solo career, Cera has 
performed with several early music ensembles 

encompassing instrumental as well as vocal-choral 

music, an area in which he has gained particular 

note.  He currently directs the Ensemble Arte 

Musica and has led workshops, master classes, 

and seminars at the Accademia di Musica Italiana 

per Organo, Londonõs Royal Academy of Music, 

Cornell, and the University of Illinois. 
 

A resident of Rome since 2001, Maestro Cera is 

the Honorary Inspector of Early Organs for 

Rome and the Lazio region.  His visits to the U.S. 

are rare, so this will be a wonderful opportunity 

to hear a great artist on the magnificent Pasi 
organ complemented by St. Ceciliaõs glorious 

acoustics.  Contact Jim Hejduk or Jim Lytton if 

you might be interested in car-pooling.  And a 

post-concert dinner in Omaha (Greek Islands 

anyone?) would be a great way to top off a 

perfect spring Sunday outing. 

  

 Why not host an AGO meeting during 

2010-2011? 
 

  Have you ever thought òNobody would be 

interested in the organ at my churchó or òMy 

church isnõt snazzy enough for an AGO 

meetingó?  Well, think again!  Do you have an 

LCD projector and screen for a Powerpoint 

presentation or maybe the means for showing a 

DVD (or two) at your church?  More 

importantly, do you or someone at your church 

actually know how to run that equipment?  Then 

step right up! We have two meetings planned 

for next season (no organ required!) for which 

we could use your help as a òtechno-host.ó  On 

Monday, September 13, 2010 , Mary Eileen 

Andreassen will conduct a workshop on 

òSpirituality for Church Musiciansó and will 

augment her presentation with a Powerpoint 

presentation requiring an LCD projector and 

screen. 
 

  On either Monday, January 3, 2011, 

Monday March 7, 2011 , or Monday April 4, 

2011, weõd like to show two (either back-to-

back or simultaneously) of the AGO masterclass 

DVDs saluting two of our professionõs iconic 

women: Catharine Crozier and Marie-Claire 

Alain.  If you have something as simple as a TV 

with a DVD or something snazzier and 

someone who knows how top operate 

said equipment , weõd love to come to your 

church. 
 

  As far as the pre-meeting pot-luck is concerned, 

the Sensational Sinda Dux will coordinate that 

with you.  But why stop there?  Perhaps youõd 
like to invite us to your home that evening for 

our pot-luck and program!  Weõll help with the 

clean-up and dishes too.  Please consider 

offering the hospitality of your church or home 

for one of these meetings.  It will be an 

enormous help and a lot of fun as well. 

A Note from the Editor:  

 

Just a reminder that I will be 

gone in May, so there will be a 

May-June Newsletter next 

month. Please be sure to have 

any information for the 

upcoming months to me by 

April 15th. 

 

Have a Blessed Easter! 

In His Service, 

Rosemary 
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Soli Deo Gloria 

April 18, 2010 ~ 7:00 p.m.  

Abendmusik: Lincoln  

Brahms Requium  

Abendmusik Chorus, 

University Singers & 

Abendmusik Orchestra 

First Plymouth Church 

20th and D Streets 

Lincoln, Ne. 

 

 

April 25, 2010 ~ 3:00 p.m.  

Joint Lincoln ~ Omaha AGO 

Meeting  

Francisco Cera, Organist  

St. Cecilia Cathedral 

701 N. 40th St. 

             Omaha, Ne. 

May 2, 1020 ~ 3:00 p.m.  

Lincoln Organ Showcase  

Jean-Baptiste Robin, Organi st 

St. Paul United Methodist Church 

1144 M Street 

Lincoln, Ne. 

 

May 3, 2010 

Lincoln AGO Chapter  

6:00 p.m. ~ Potluck  

7:00 p.m. ~ Program  

The Phoenix Electric Organ  

Mark Miller, Organist  

First Congregational Church 

430 South 16th Street 

Lincoln, Ne. 

May 10, 2010 ~ 7:00 p.m. 

Abendmusik: Lincoln  

Chanticleer  

First-Plymouth Church 

20th & D Streets 

Lincoln, Ne. 

 

June 13, 2010 

Lincoln AGO Chapter  

Pot Luck Picnic  

At the home of 

Roger Bailey 

1819 Road S 

McCool, Junction, Ne. 

 

Upcoming  Events: 

 

FRANCESCO CERA, organist from Rome  

Saturday April 24 8:30 -11:30 a.m. Master Class  

Sunday April 25 3:0 p.m.  

 A Master Class by Francesco Cera is open to players and observers at St. Cecilia's 

Saturday April 24 @ 8:30-11:30 a.m.  (Applications for organists (students, professionals, 

amateurs) to play on this masterclass at St. Cecilia's should be directed toward Dr. Marie 

Rubis Bauer at merubisbauer@archomaha.org or 402-553-5524 x2.)  Italian baroque 

literature will be considered first, then baroque literature of other regions.  

  

The concert by on the Martin Pasi Op. 14 dual temperament Organ will include the Fiori 

Musicali of Girolamo Frescobaldi.   
 

Professor Cera is a specialist in Italian baroque music, and has an international career as an interpreter and teacher of Italian Baroque organ music 

and improvisation.  He lives in Rome, amidst a flowering of recent ancient organ restorations,  and has toured previously in the United States, 

performing on significant organs and series including Oberlin College and at the Eastman School of Music on the "new" (antique) Italian organ 

there.  Christopher Stembridge - noted British scholar of early Italian music -- has proclaimed the Pasi organ "the largest historical Italian organ 

outside of Italy".  This should be an amazing concert with this perfect combination of player, music and instrument!  I hope you will come to these 

events, sponsored by the Cathedral Arts Project.  

 

FREE Admission 

 

Saint Cecilia Cathedral 

701 North 40th Street 

Omaha, Ne. 68131 

 

 
 

 
An 18th century painting of the interior of St. Peter's Basilica, where Frescobaldi worked until his death 

mailto:merubisbauer@archomaha.org
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Giovanni_Paolo_Panini_-_Interior_of_St._Peter%27s,_Rome.jpg

